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Oscar Segal Stepping Down as  
President of Local Hearing Loss Chapter

Delray Beach, FL - May 11, 2017 
Oscar Segal, a retired engineer with a lifelong hearing impairment, has been President of the 
Hearing Losss Association of America - South Palm Beach County Chapter for the past twelve 
years. It was with tremendous gratitude that Chapter board members announced Oscar’s plan 
to step down from his role as president this month. “Oscar devoted these past 12 years to 
educating people with hearing loss on how to manage every day life and live in a hearing world,” 
according to Manny Pallant, incoming president of the Chapter.

Many local residents owe a great deal to Oscar. 
He has been someone to emulate and admire, for 
giving back so much to the Chapter. He has taught 
so much and has shown that, with the right tools, 
and perseverance, the lives of hearing impaired 
people can be easier and more enjoyable.

“We have enjoyed Oscar’s power point 
presentations and his wonderful sense of humor, 
and are grateful for his dedication to educating 
others and reaching out to so many with hearing 
loss in South Palm Beach County,” added Gail 
Berkowitz, one of many chapter members. 

Fortunately, Oscar will continue to be at chapter 
meetings and help with educational programming. 
He he has vowed to remain an active advocate for 
people suffering hearing loss. “I’m only 91,” says 
Oscar, and “doing nothing is not an option.”

Oscar and his wife, Enid, will celebrate their 68th wedding anniversary in July. Members 
thanked both of them for all that they have have accomplished. 
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Chapter’s New President: Manny Pallant

The HLAA South Palm Beach County Chapter is pleased to announce that Manny Pallant, 
member of our Chapter for the past ten years, will be our new Chapter President. Manny first 
joined the Chapter when he and his wife were FL snowbirds. Although they had been HLAA 
(national) members previously, since the time his wife was diagnosed with hearing loss, they 
didn’t know that local HLAA chapters existed until they came to Palm Beach County. Manny also 
developed hearing loss since he first joined HLAA.

Prior to retiring, Manny owned a private occupational school where court stenography, 
bookkeeping, accounting, food service, computer and other skills were taught for over 30 years.

Manny’s vision for the Chapter is to reach out to all 270,000 people in South Palm Beach 
County who live with hearing loss. He sees the Chapter being able to help people of all ages 
through education, support, and advocacy. Understanding that the Chapter needs many more 
volunteers and donations in order to achieve his ambitious goals, Manny is asking for feedback 
and support at chapter meetings and by email. (hlaa.spbcc@gmail.com)

Manny and his wife (Joan), who will celebrate their 62nd wedding anniversary in May, have 
three children and two grandchildren. 

The Next HLAA-South Palm Beach County Chapter Meeting:  Friday, May 19 

The next meeting of the HLA-SPBC will be held at 10 am on Friday, May 19th at the South 
County Civic Center (16700 Jog Road in Delray Beach).  Speakers will be Oscar Segal & Phil 
Fleischer.  Phil's presentation will cover tips and advice on living healthy with hearing loss.  
Oscar’s presentation will focus on the inherent dangers of being hearing impaired in four key 
areas of daily living: Hospitals & Medical Offices; Traveling; Encounters with Law Enforcement 
and Emergency & Evacuation Preparedness. 

For more information on the HLAA of South Palm Beach County please contact Manny Pallant 
by email at hlaa.spbcc@gmail.com or visit http://www.hlapbc.org.

Photo Caption:  Oscar Segal and Manny Pallant at a recent board meeting of the HLAA-SPBCC.

###
 

Contact:  Peggy Bell
HLAA-SPBCC Board Member & Publicity Co-Chair 
peggy@emcomsys.com
561-629-5556 or 516-697-0067

The Hearing Loss Association of America Mission: 
To open the world of communication to people with hearing loss 

by providing information, education, support and advocacy.
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